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Socialists. No Socialist-National-Socialist co-operation was pos-
sible; a Centrist-Socialist co-operation would not produce a
majority. The Socialist party gruffly declared that a general anti-
Papen front must break down on the ground that any co-operation
of themselves for any purpose with the Hitlerites, even for saving
the constitution temporarily, was out of the question. The time
had gone by when it would have profited the Socialist party to
play the queer twisted game of the Centrists; so long as the way
to a future co-operation with the Centrum was not permanently
blocked they could not but reject all offers of such a kind.
But the curious sequel to their refusal was their further refusal
to draw from it the obvious conclusions as to their future action.
The fact that they should have recognized was that, with the
final declaration by Papen of his intention to restore autocracy, a
revolutionary situation was approaching. The Socialists have often
been reproached, by people who ought to know better, of failing
to restore the unity of the working-class front. The fact was that
any such restoration was quite impossible. The schism was
unhealed and unhealable. The one basis of restoration was the
acceptance by both parties of the common aim of creating the
Socialist state. They both avowed that aim as their own and only
aim, but there was not the faintest sign of agreement as to the
nature of the Socialist state. To the orthodox party, after its lapse
to Liberalism, the Marxian dictatorship of the proletariat advocated
by the Communists on a class conception was as abhorrent as
was the dictatorship of the lower middle-class advocated by
Hitler on a national conception; to them the one-party state was
a matter of education and evolution, not of imposition by force.
Whatever their alleged prophets stood for, the Socialist party
stood and could only stand for political liberty; it was at the
moment the only party in Germany which did stand for it and
that was the fatal disadvantage under which it laboured, Every
other party stood by profession for liberty but not for political
liberty, and in political liberty as such a majority of the German
people was not interested.
On the burning controversy whether or not the presidial
system or the democratic system brought the greater prosperity

